




 

 

 
Q. Do contracts and letters of appointment carry the same legal weight? 
 
R: Contracts are renewed each year, even if there is a multi-year appointment. 
Multi-year appointment is also a legal agreement, even if the weight is different 
than a contract. There are examples of universities paying out multi-year 
appointments after termination. An annual contract could specify the status of 
the university’s commitment to the multi-year appointment, giving both the 
same contractual weight.  
 
Q. If not conducting research in discipline, shouldn’t teaching track faculty 
be kept from advising graduate students? 
 
R: The University already has a procedure in place to vet faculty for advising 
and serving on graduate thesis committees. This 





 

 

C. There is a lot of distrust between faculty and deans. Faculty members are 
concerned 


